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Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitation 
of  the  City  of  Truro  during  1961. 

It  is  evident  from  the  vital  statistics  and  the  table  of 
infectious  diseases  that  the  year  was  a  healthy  one.  There  is  still 
room  for  improvement  of  course  and  sometimes  progress  is  not  as  rapid 
as  one  could  wish.  It  is  sad  that  there  are  still  34-1  families  on 
the  waiting  list  for  houses.  Nor  is  this  the  whole  story  as  there 
are  many  others  who  refrain  from  applying  on  account  of  the  high 
rents  they  fear  they  could  not  pay. 

Mr.  Marsh  has  set  out  in  detail  the  other  main  problems  that 
confront  us,  especially  those  relating  to  sewerage.  Unfortunately  it 
seems  that  owing  to  the  high  cost  of  raising  loans  the  solution  of 
these  problems  must  again  be  deferred. 

It  is  a  pleasure  once  more  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
consideration  shown  me  by  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health 
Committee  throughout  the  year  and  my  thanks  to  Mr.  Marsh  and  his 
staff  for  their  loyal  cooperation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

V.E.  WHITMAN 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
City  of  Truro 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 
(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1959) 

Area  of  City  (acres) . . . .  2,450 

Population  (mid  i960)  ..  .  13*570  ( 13, 510) 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .  4,292  (  4,243) 

Rateable  value  .  £215,534  (£211,143) 

Product  of  penny  rate  . . . .  £850  (£850) 

Number  of  houses  built,  or  under  construction 

since  1945  ..  988  (902) 

Number  of  families  on  waiting  list  for  houses  ..  341  (354) 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Males  89  (84)  Females  85  (79)  Total  174  (163) 

Registrar  General’s  "Area  Comparability  Factor"  0,99  (0,99) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population  -  Truro  12,7  (11.9) 

Birth  rate,  per  1,000  population  -  England  and  Y/ales  17.1  (16,5) 

Illegitimate  live  births 

Males  4  (3)  Females  2  (7)  Total  6  (10) 

Per  cent  of  total  live  births  .  3.4  (6.1) 

Still  Births 

Males  2  (3)  Females  1  (2)  Total  3  (5) 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births  -  Truro  17*0  (29.8) 

Still  birth  rate,  per  1,000  all  births  -  England 

and  Wales  19.7  (21.0) 
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Deaths 


Males  66  (73)  Females  85  (71)  Total  151  (144) 
Registrar  General's  "Area  Comparability  Factor”  ..  ..  0,92  (0.92) 
Death  rate  per  1,000  population  -  Truro  . 11.0  (9*8) 


Death  rate  per  1,000  population  -  England  and  Wales  ..  11.5  (11*6) 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

Males  3  (2)  Female s  1  (2)  Total  4  (4-) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  -  Truro  23*0  (24*5) 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 

England  and  Wales  21,7  (22.2) 

Neo-Natal  Deaths  (i.e.  deaths  occurring  within  28  days  of  birth) 


Males  3  (l)  Females  1  (2)  Total  4  (3) 

Maternal  Deaths  , .  . . . .  Nil 


Birth,  Death  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Birth  Rato  Death  Rate  Infant  Mortality 

Rate 


1950 

34.5 

11.8. 

4-2.6 

1951 

15.1 

12.3 

30.3 

1952 

34.7 

13.6 

51.8 

1953 

34.3 

12.1 

42.3 

1954 

14.0 

9.0 

15.8 

1955 

12.9 

12.1. 

28.4 

1956 

34. 6 

12.5 

40.2 

1957 

12.9 

11.0 

17.0 

1958 

12.4 

11.3 

17.6 

1959 

11.9 

9.8 

24.5 

i960 

12.7 

11.0 

23.0 
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DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


M 

F 

Total 

Under  1 

3  (2) 

1  (2) 

4  (4) 

1  -  A  years 

0(0) 

0  (1) 

0  (1) 

5-14  ” 

0  (1) 

0  (0) 

0  (1)  ' 

15  -  24  " 

0  (1) 

0  (0) 

0  (1) 

25  -  44  " 

1  (3) 

1  (0) 

2  (3) 

45  -  64  " 

12  (15) 

13  (11) 

25  (26) 

65  -  74  ” 

24  (25) 

17  (12) 

41  (37) 

75  + 

26  (26) 

53  (45) 

79  (71) 

ANALYSIS  OF 

CAUSES 

OF  DEATH 

• 

1954  1955 

1956 

122  122 

i m. 

1?60 

Tuberculosis 
re  spiratory  . .  . .  . . 

1  3 

2 

1 

1 

i 

0 

Tuberculosis,  other  . . 

0  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  diseases 

0  0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  infections  0  0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  . .  . .  . . 

0  0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Malignant  neoplasm, 

stomach  # . 

2  8 

4 

0 

2 

4 

5 

Malignant  neoplasm, 
lung  bronchus  ,  *  . , 

6  5 

1 

9 

3 

5 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  2  6 

3 

4 

4 

2 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  2  2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Other  malignant  and 
lymphatic  neoplasms 

12  10 

04 

13 

15 

11 

20 

-* 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia  0  1 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

4 


19^4 

19^6 

1252 

1958 

1252 

1?60 

Diabetes  . 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

2 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

25 

32 

30 

30 

21 

33 

26 

Coronary  disease,  angina- 

17  ; 

14 

25 

22 

30 

24 

18 

Hypertension  with  heart 

disease 

3 

12 

3 

9 

3 

.  5 

3 

Other  heart  disease  , .  . . 

24 

39 

27 

23 

33 

21 

33 

Other  circulatory  disease 

7 

5 

6 

6 

7 

1 

2 

Influenza  . 

1 

0 

3 

3 

0 

2 

1 

Pneumonia  ,,  ..  .. 

5 

6 

9 

3 

6 

9 

9 

Bronchitis  , .  . . 

3 

3 

6 

5 

5 

3 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

3 

4 

1 

0 

2 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and 
diarrhoea 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

0 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

0 

3 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

34 

25 

23 

16 

15 

12 

18 

Motor  vehicle  acoi dents 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

0 

1 

All  other  accidents 

5 

1 

8 

3 

4 

0 

2 

Suicide 

0 

4 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

141 

190 

181 

160 

170 

244 

151 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Acute  Poliomyelitis, 
Other  infective  and' parasitic 'diseases.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war, 
daring  the  years  set  out  above. 

PEBINATAL  MORTALITY,  i960 


\ 


Population 

mid.  i960 

Still 

Births 

Live 

Births 

Deaths 

within 

7  days 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

Falmouth 

16,630 

4 

231 

7 

46.8 

Penryn 

4,330 

2 

64 

1 

45.6 

Truro  City 

13,570 

3 

174 

3 

33.9 

Truro  Rural 

26,550 

8 

413 

3 

26.1 

61,080 

17  882 

34 

34.5 

Cornwall : 

Perinatal  Mortality  i960 

30.5 

England  and  Wales:  Perinatal  Mortality  i960  32.9 

79.5%  (75.2%)  of  all  deaths  were  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age. 

There  were  7  more  deaths  than  in  1959  due  entirely  to  an  increase 
from  45  to  53  in  the  number  of  female  deaths  over  75  years  of  age.  One 
cannot  say  therefore  that  the  jump  in  the  death  rate  from  9.8  to  11,0 
has  any  significance. 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OP  THE  HEALTH  SERVICE 


1.  Clinics 

Child  Welfare  -  Attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  averaged  35 


session.  The 

average 

for  1959 

was  37. 

Dental 

Expectant  and 
Nursing  Mothers 

Pre-School 

Children 

School 

Children 

Inspected 

36 

(72) 

73 

(71) 

2832 

(915) 

Offered 

treatment 

36 

(71) 

61 

(56) 

604 

(830) 

Persons  treated  52 

(60) 

58 

(50) 

1104 

(962) 

Attendances 

228 

(291) 

81 

(84) 

3628 

(2717) 
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Ambulance  Service 


Owing  to  reorganisation  and  regrouping  of  ambulances  separate 
figures  of  ■work  done  by  the  ambulances  in  Truro  are  not  available. 
It  is  quite  definite  however  that  all  calls  made  upon  the  service 
have  received  prompt  and  efficient  attention, 

3.  Home  Help  Service 

The  establishment  of  Home  Helps  was.  8  (8),  Help  was  given  in 
their  own  homes  to  22  (16)  maternity  and  48  (52)  other  cases  during 
the  year, 

4*  After-Care  G-rants 


No  free  grants  of  extra  nourishment  were  made  to  tubercular 
patients  during  the  year, 

5.  Laboratory  facilities 

The  Truro  Public  Health  Laboratory  examined  and  reported  on  37 
samples  of  icc  cream  and  82  samples  of  water  during  the  year. 

6,  Water  Supply 

The  Truro  Water  Company  provided  an  ample  supply  of  wholesome 
water  to  the  City  throughout  the  year.  Samples  were  taken  for 
bacteriological  examination  at  frequent  intervals,  and  all  proved 
satisfactory. 


7.  HOME  NURSING,  MIDWIFERY  AND  HEALTH  VISITING 


i960 

1^9 

1958 

19£7 

1956 

General  cases  nursed 

328 

358 

322 

355 

821 

General  nursing  visits 

9841 

11015 

9695 

12679 

9451 

Midwifery  cases 

123 

112 

109 

125 

327 

Midwifery  visits 

2275 

2009 

1958 

2839 

3329 

Ante  Natal  visits 

1273 

1452 

1082 

LL09 

1056 

Health  visits  to  children 
under  5  years  of  age 

4263 

4074 

4477 

5163 

4454 

Nursing  visits  to  elderly 

people 

7635 

8503 

7600 

7866 

6541 

Health  visits  to  elderly 

people  576  Not  previously  recorded 
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Miss  E.J.  Jennings,  Assistant  County  Nursing  Officer  reports: 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  general  nursing 

In  June  I960  a  midwife  was  appointed  on  a  temporary  basis  to  the 
Southwest  district  of  Truro,  She  relieves  the  holiday  and  normal  off 
duty  of  the  other  two  midwives;  thus  the  acute  shortage  of  midwives  in 
Truro  has  been  stemmed. 

In  March  a  male  nursing  auxiliary  was  appointed  on  an  hourly  basis 
to  work  under  the  direction  of  the  district  nurses.  His  task  is  to 
bed-bath  heavy,  incapacitated,  elderly  men  and  sometimes  to  do  nursing 
procedures  for  them  which  would  normally  be  carried  out  by  relatives  if 
such  folk  were  available. 

Health  Visiting 


The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  amongst  the  older  members  of  the 
community  lias  increased. 

To  help  a  few  of  the  frail  and  infirm  who  are  either  without 
relatives  or  who  have  none  available,  the  services  of  a  retired  district 
nurse  have  been  enlisted.  This  nurse  works  a  few  hours  a  week  under  the 
direction  of  the  Health  Visitors,  She  gives  bed-baths,  does  foot 
toilets  etc,,  and  from  February  -  December  inclusive  she  paid  310  visits. 

Chiropody  Service 

A  much  needed  chiropody  service  is  to  be  shortly  launched  by  the 
Truro  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee.  It  will  be  of  great  value. 

Meals  on  Wheels 


The  Health  Visitors  vet  the  applicants  who  receive  this  service 
and  they  are  delighted  with  the  response.  Usually  24  good  meals  are 
taken  around  twice  a  week  much  to  the  benefit  of  the  recipients. 

Ante-natal  teaching  and  relaxation  classes 

During  the  year  101  expectant  mothers  attended  the  weekly  ante¬ 
natal  relaxation  sessions  held  at  St,  George’s  Road,  Welfare  Centre, 


8 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Age  Group 

Acute  Pneumonia 

Measles 

Ftjerperal 

Scarlet 

Dysentery 

Pyrexia 

Fever 

M  F 

M 

F 

F 

M 

F 

M  F 

0-1 

«■*  — 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1-2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3  3 

3-4 

- 

«• 

1 

2 

1 

1 

5-9 

- 

18 

16 

- 

6 

2 

- 

10-34 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

15  -  24 

- 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

25-44- 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

45-64 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

-  - 

65  + 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

18 

19 

1 

9 

4 

4  7 

TOTAL  1  37  1  13  11 


The  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  due  to  a  mid  urinary  infection 
which  cleared  up  in  48  hours. 

The  small  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  occurred  in  one  of  the 
peripheral  housing  estates  near  which  a  lot  of  new  building  was  being 
done.  The  Health  Visitor  reported  a  foul  plot  of  swampy  ground  in 
the  vicinity  and  it  was  discovered  that  a  surface  water  sewer  dis¬ 
charging  near  this  point  was  contaminated  by  an  overflow  from  a  foul 
sewer  due  to  a  blockage  in  a  manhole.  The  offending  article  -  an 
empty  cement  bag  -  was  removed  and  the  ground  was  fenced  off  and 
treated  with  chloride  of  lime. 

Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis 

By  the  end  of  i960  4,256  (3,855)  persons  had  received  at  least 
2  doses  of  poliomyelitis  vaccine  and  of  these  2,732  (1,175)  have  had 
three  doses.  Details  are  as  follows: 
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Children  under  15  15-25  Expectant  Others  Total 


2  doses 

623 

333 

Mothers 

131 

437 

1524 

3  doses 

1948 

359 

65 

360 

2732 

Diphtheria' 

There  ms  no  case  of  the  disease  during  the  year.  179  (117) 
children  under  5  years,  and  23  (21)  "between  the  ages  of  5  years  and 
14  years,  were  given  primary  immunising  doses.  Of  these  196  (128) 
received  the  triple  antigen  which  also  affords  protection  against  whoop¬ 
ing  cough  and  tetanus,  94  (56)  children  already  1111111101368.  were  given 
booster  doses. 

It  was  estimated  that  on  the  31st  December,  i960  there  were  65O 
(65O)  children  in  Truro  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years.  Of 
these  457  (413)  or  70.3%  (63,5%)  had  been  protected  against  diphtheria 
by  immunisation. 

Smallpox 

There  were  no  smallpox  cases  in  Truro  in  i960  110  (6l)  children 
and  9  (4)  persons  over  15  years  of  age  were  vaccinated,  and  20  (3) 
re-vaccinations  were  done. 

Tuberculosis 


New  Cases 

Age  Croup  Years  Pulmonary  N on- Pulmonary 

. .  ’  . .  M  F  M  P 

Under  5  -  -  - 

5  -  34  - 

15-24  - 

25  -  -44  1 

45-64  2  - 

65  +  -  2  - 

3  2 

5 


10 


There  were  no  deaths  due  to  tuberculosis  .during  the  year. 

The  number  of  tubercular  patients  on  the  register  at  the  31st 
December  i960  -was  112  (115)  respiratory  and  13  (14)  non-re spiratory 
making  a  total  of  125  cases.  This  gives  an  incidence  of  9.2  (9.5) 
known  cases  per  1,000  of  population. 

By  the  end  of  i960  the  number  of  children  who  had  been  vaccinated 
against  tuberculosis  with  B.C.G-,  had  risen  to  2669  (2,327).  Of  these 
431  (399)  were  contacts  of  known  cases  of  the  disease  and  2238  (1928) 
were  school  leavers,  the  parents  of  whom  had  accepted  the  offer  of 
this  protective  procedure. 

Mass  Radiography  Survey 

A  Mass  Radiography  Unit  was  stationed  in  Truro  from  1st  -  4th 
March  for  the  examination  of  schoolchildren.  During  that  period  a 
total  of  474  school-children  were  examined.  49  older  persons  were 
examined,  1  of  whom  was  referred  by  a  general  practitioner;  44 
were  school  staff. 

There  were  no  abnormal  findings  among  children  living  in 

Truro, 
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CITY  OP  TRURO 


CITY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  I960 


Mr,  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report  for  i960.  It  records  a  year  of  slower 
progress  than  hitherto;  the  planning  necessary  to  fit  cleansing  services 
into  the  modem  five  day  working  week;  and  the  great  diversity  of  work 
in  housing  where  at  one  end  of  the  scale  owners  are  being  persuaded  to 
modernise  their  houses  with  the  five  well  known  improvements  and  at  the 
other  end,  owners  are  being  requested  to  provide  the  elementary  funda¬ 
mentals  of  a  sink,  internal  water  supply  and  closet  flushing  cistern, 
i 

There  is  an  urgent  necessity  to  have  sewer  outfalls  taken  out  of 
the  river  and  storm  water  culverts  and  although  a  start  was  made  on  the 
five  year  plan  to  bring  all  sewers  within  the  main  drainage  system  by 
relaying  the  Falmouth  Road  sewer,  the  rate  of  progress  is  extremely  slow. 

In  Housing,  as  foreshadowed  in  my  report  of  1959,  there  was  a 
perceptible  change  from  a  concentration  on  demolition  and  closing  of 
houses  and  more  houses  were  being  reconditioned  and  improved.  The 
second  five  year  Programme  considered  by  the  Public  Health  Committee  at 
the  end  of  the  year  envisaged  the  possible  reconditioning  of  nearly  as 
many  houses  as  would  be  scheduled  to  be  cleared. 

The  Caravan  Site  Act  i960  was  welcomed  as  a  means  to  bring  within 
planning  and  public  health  control  the  large  residential  site  which  has 
developed  in  post  war  years  within  the  City, 

The  expected  expansion  of  private  building  in  the  City  area  in  the 
next  two  years  will  bring  problems  of  labour  and  vehicles  in  the  cleans¬ 
ing  services, 

I  appreciate  the  continued  interest  and  support  of  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  Valued  co-operation  was  received 
from  Dr,  Whitman  and  other  Chief  Officers  and  I  desire  to  acknowledge 
the  readily  given  assistance  of  my  own  staff, 

I  am. 


Mr*  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

P,  MARSH 

City  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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HOUSING 


(l)  Clearance  Areas  and  Individual  Unfit  Houses 


At  the  close  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  City  Council's  first  five 
year  programme  of  dealing  /with  unfit  houses  a  total  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty  four  houses  had  been  dealt  with  and  it  is  hoped  that  the 
programme  will  be  completed  by  mid  I96I. 

Progress  Report  1st  April  1956  -  31st  December  i960 

Clearance  Areas 


Number  of  houses  dealt  with . 109 

Houses  purchased  by  agreement  or  already  Corporate  property  . .  86 

Houses  still  under  negotiation  to  purchase  .  16 

Houses  demolished  , . . .  58 

Houses  awaiting  demolition . , .  .  51 

Families  rehoused  , .  , ,  ..  . . . , .  76 

Families  awaiting  rehousing  ..  ..  .  ..  7 

Houses  from  which  rehousing  not  necessary  . .  26 

Individual  Unfit  Houses 

Number  of  houses  dealt  with . 125 

Families  rehoused  .  88 

Families  awaiting  rehousing .  6 

Houses  from  which  rehousing  not  necessary  . .  31 

Houses  purchased  by  agreement  or  already  Corporate  property  . ,  18 

Houses  demolished  28 

Closing  Orders  changed  to  Demolition  Orders .  10 


During  the  year  the  George  Street  and  Edward  Street  Compulsory 
Purchase  Orders  were  made  and  submitted  to  the  Minister.  In  both 
cases  the  areas  were  purchased  before  confirmation  of  the  Orders  by 
the  Minister.  The  Salmon  Row  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  confirmed 
by  the  Minister  without  modification. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Public  Health  Committee  considered 
the  second  five  year  clearance  programme.  The  total  problem  comprised 
222f  unfit  houses.  The  first  five  year' s  clearance  programme  had  put 
a  heavy  burden  on  the  Housing  Committee  in  replacing  the  houses  put 
out  of  use  and  had  meant  that  a  very  high  proportion  of  your  officers' 
time  had  been  spent  on  this  task  to  the  detriment  of  other  equally 
important  work.  It  was  decided  that  out  of  the  224  houses  one  hundred 
and  thirty  two  should  be  dealt  with  by  way  of  clearance  areas  and 
demolition  or  closing  orders  and  that  the  owners  of  the  remaining 
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ninety  two  houses  should  be  persuaded  to  recondition  their  houses  using, 
if  possible,  improvement  grants.  These  ninety  two  houses  will  be  re¬ 
tained  in  a  provisional  clearance  programme  until  they  are  reconditioned. 

The  need  for  a  settled  City  plan  showing  the  future  use  of  areas 
is  urgent.  To  persuade  an  owner  to  recondition  and  improve  a  house 
which  falls  within  a  potential  commercial  or  industrial  area  is  a 
complete  waste  of  time  and  money.  Equally,  to  deal  with  small  groups 
of  houses  by  way  of  clearance  or  demolition  orders  merely  leaves  small 
unsightly  areas  which  cannot  on  their  own  be  easily  redeveloped. 

Ultimately  the  Council  will  have  to  consider  the  clearance,  acquisition, 
and  redevelopment  of  large  areas  of  obsolescent  properties  in  the  City 
centre. 

Concern  is  felt  at  the  way  demolition  contractors  leave  sites  after 
clearance.  It  is  the  Council's  policy  to  acquire  sites  wherever  possible 
to  ensure  the  proper  clearance  of  condemned  houses  but  it  has  proved 
very  difficult  to  get  contractors  to  leave  a  cleared  site  as  it  should 
be.  Unless  the  cleared  sites  are  redeveloped  quickly  they  become  dumps 
for  unwanted  domestio  and  trade  refuse, 

( 2 )  Reconditioning  ~f  Houses, 

The  Council's  policy  of  persuading  owners  to  recondition  and  further 
improve  their  houses  gained  impetus  during  the  year.  By  the  end  of  the 
year  eight  houses  had  been  reconditioned  and  saved  from  clearance 
whilst  work  on  a  further  fourteen  houses  was  proceeding.  Six  hundred 
and  seventy  one  improvements  were  effected  to  dwellinghouse s  during  the 
year  after  action  by  your  inspectors. 

The  co-operation  of  the  Public  Works  Committee  who  administer 
Corporate  property  is  appreciated.  All  the  older  houses  with  limited 
life  have  now  been  provided  with  sinks  and  internal  water  supplies  and 
the  Committee  is  examining  the  possibility  of  providing  modem  facilities 
to  those  properties  built  about  fifty  years  ago. 

The  modernisation  of  the  Williams  Cottages  Almshouses  in  I^ydar  Street 
was  conpleted  during  19 60, 

(3)  Rehousing, 

Sixty  seven  Council  houses  and  flats  and  nineteen  houses  built  by 
private  enterprise  were  completed  during  the  year.  At  the  end  of  i960 
forty  eight  Council  houses  and  thirty  four  private  houses  were  under 
construction.  The  number  of  Courcil  houses  completed  during  the  year 
was  the  highest  since  1954*  The  approval  of  layouts  of  new  estates 
envisaged  a  rapid  growth  in  the  building  of  private  houses  during  the 
nexrt  few  years. 


The  Housing  Committee  approved  a  building  programme  of  over 
forty  one  bedroom  flats  and  one  bedroom  bungalows  and  twenty  houses 
at  Malabar  during  I96I.  Most  of  this  accommodation  will  be  built 
on  cleared  clearance  area  sites  at  Salmon  Row,  George  Street  and 
Cooks  Row, 

Fifty  eight  families  were  rehoused  from  unfit  houses,  thirty 
two  families  were  rehoused  from  the  general  waiting  lists  and  forty 
five  families  already  in  Council  accommodation  were  transferred  to 
better  suited  accommodation.  The  general  waiting  lists  remained 
steady  for  most  of  the  year  at  approximately  three  hundred  and  fifty 
applicants  but  the  latter  part  of  the  year  indicated  that  the 
numbers  would  rise  during  I96I  and  that  a  large  proportion  of  the 
applicants  would  be  old  people. 

In  July  i960  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Committees  agreed 
that  l+Ofo  of  all  lettings  of  casual  and  new  houses  becoming  available 
during  the  next  twelve  months  be  reserved  for  slum  clearance  purposes. 
After  an  almost  total  concentration  for  two  years,  due  to  the 
Government' s  financial  policy,  on  the  rehousing  of  families  from 
unfit  houses,  this  decision  was  welcome  to  those  on  the  general 
waiting  lists.  This  proportion  worked  well  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  and  is  worthy  of  adoption  for  a  further  period. 

(4)  Welfare  Services  to  Old  People's  Accommodation. 

In  July,  a  joint  meeting  of  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees 
adopted  in  principle  a  scheme  for  the  provision  of  welfare  services 
out  of  contributions  made  by  the  County  Council  towards  the  expenses 
incurred  in  the  provision  of  housing  specially  suited  to  the  needs  of 
old  people.  Late  in  the  year  the  Council  approved  an  expenditure  of 
over  £900  on  wardens,  chiropody,  laundry,  meals,  window  cleaning, 
gardens  and  interior  decoration  during  the  year  1963/2.  The  Housing 
Officer  is  responsible  for  the  day  to  day  administration  of  these 
services. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

(l)  Refuse  Collection. 

Collections  are  made  from  4292  dwellinghouses  and  from  413  trade 
premises.  House  collections  are  weekly  and  trade  collections  vary 
from  daily  to  weekly. 

The  collection  rounds  were  reorganised  towards  the  end  of  the 
year  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  five  day  working  week.  The  loss  of  2 
working  hours  per  man  per  week  (from  44  -  42  hours)  will  mean  ex¬ 
tended  use  of  the  third  collection  vehicle  and  crew.  It  is  anticipated 
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that  by  the  end  of  1961  this  vehicle  -will  be  in  use  3  days  a  week.  As 
it  is  a  reserve  vehicle  12  years  old  and  spends  the  remainder  of  the 
week  on  highways  and  general  work  its  life  is  very  limited.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  order  a  further  collection  vehicle  in  April  1962  for 
delivery  in  April  1963. 

(2)  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  road  to  Newham  tip  which  was  subject  to  flooding  by  high  tides 
was  raised  to  above  tide  level  during  the  year  by  means  of  demolition 
material  with  an  ash  covering.  A  second  sewage  sludge  lagoon  was  con¬ 
structed  from  refuse  at  the  tip.  In  November  i960  a  start  was  made  on 
the  infilling  of  the  flooded  area  at  the  rear  of  the  new  lighterage 
quay.  It  is  expected  that  this  will  reclaim  a  very  valuable  piece  of 
land.  Without  the  bulldozer/ shovel  a  scheme  like  this  would  not  have 
been  practical.  In  June  i960  an  old  load  carrying  vehicle  was  retired 
for  light  work  on  the  tip  and  has  been  very  useful  for  transporting 
cover  to  the  tipping  areas. 

(3)  Street  Cleansing. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  seven  street  orderlies  were 
no  longer  able  to  cope  with  the  steadily  increasing  road  mileage  and 
parts  of  Malabar  estate  were  not  being  swept.  The  introduction  of  the 
five  day  week  brought  the  opportunity  to  reorganise  the  beats  of  the 
orderlies.  The  shorter  week  means  overtime  now  on  Saturdays  for  three 
orderlies  who  clean  the  City  centre  but  the  spreading  of  the  42  hours 
over  five  days  permitted  all  roads  to  be  swept.  It  is  inevitable  that 
either  an  additional  orderly  will  have  to  be  employed  or  a  change  will 
have  to  be  made  to  mechanical  sweeping.  A  further  sixty  three  litter 
bins  were  provided  during  the  year  making  a  total  of  145  within  a  mile 
of  the  City  centre. 

(4)  Cesspool  Emptying. 

Eight  hundred  and  sixty  nine  cesspools  were  emptied  during  the 
year.  This  reduced  figure,  28  per  cent  below  that  of  last  year,  is 
due  to  the  connection  of  premises  to  the  new  Highertown  sewer.  The 
machine  was  hired  out  for  a  total  of  657  hours  and  spent  100  hours  on 
gully  emptying  and  8  hours  on  weed  killing.  It  is  believed  that  the 
tremendously  high  figure  for  hiring  is  exceptional  and  that  in  1961 
more  time  can  be  given  to  weed  killing,  for  which  purpose  the  machine 
is  properly  equipped. 

(5)  Public  Conveniences. 

There  are  eight  ladies,  eight  mens  conveniences,  one  each  for  boys 
and  girls  and  two  urinals  in  the  City  area.  They  are  cleansed  by  four 
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full  time  and  five  part  tine  attendants.  The  Public  Health  Committee 
agreed  to  the  modernisation  of  Lemon  Bridge  Ladies  Conveniences  and 
this  will  be  done  in  1961.  A  replacement  for  the  urinal  which  was 
demolished  in  City  Road  is  badly  needed.  The  pollution  of  the  river 
from  Worths  Quay  conveniences  during  the  summer  months  still  continues. 

Vermin  Infestation  Control 


(l)  Rodents 


During  the  year  413  visits  were  made  by  the  rodent  operative  to 
211  properties  found  to  be  infested  by  rats  and  mice.  In  addition 
144  inspections  were  made  by  your  inspectors  at  infested  premises. 
The  refuse  tip  at  Newham  was  treated  frequently.  No  sewer  treatment 
was  done  during  the  year  but  was  planned  for  early  I96I, 

Rodent  and  pest  control  continued  at  the  premises  of  the 
Hospital  Board  in  the  City  area  and  11  treatments  were  given. 

(2)  Insect  Pests 


24  flea,  fly,  ant  and  cockroach  infestations  were  treated  and 
assistance  was  given  in  the  destruction  of  twenty  three  wasps  nests. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

219  inspections  of  drainage  systems  were  made.  The  Falmouth 
Road  sewer  was  being  relaid  during  the  year  and  the  outfall  will  be. 
properly  connected  to  the  main  sevrerage  system.  The  following  work 
should  receive  the  highest  priority 

(a)  Relaying  sewer  which  at  present  lies  in  the  River  Allen. 

The  defective  condition  of  this  sewer  is  the  cause  of 
river  pollution  by  the  Malpas  Road  warehouses. 

(b)  Reconnection  of  the  sewer  serving  the  Princes  Street/Duke 
Street  area  to  the  main  outfall  to  prevent  river  pollu¬ 
tion  at  Boscawen  Bridge. 

(c)  Reconnection  of  the  St. Clements  Hill  sewer  to  the  main 
outfall, 

(d)  Sewering  of  Malpas  village. 

It  is  hoped  that  by  the  end  of  I96I  Treliske  School  will  be 
connected  to  the  main  sewerage  system. 
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In  recent  years  two  large  sewerage  schemes  have  been  completed,  and 
the  Public  Health  Committee  have  been  surprised  at  the  apparent  reluct¬ 
ance  of  many  house  owners  to  connect  their  drainage  systems  to  the 
sewers.  These  owners  wished  to  retain  the  highly  subsidised  cesspool 
emptying  service  rather  than  go  to  the  expense  of  connecting  to  the 
sewer.  To  counter  this  the  Council  decided  in  i960  to  charge  full 
cost  of  the  cesspool  emptying  service  when  the  premise  was  within  100 
ft.  of  the  sewer.  Very  few  have  retained  their  cesspools. 

Factories 


Fifty  inspections  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  two  factories 
included  in  the  register  were  made.  Twenty  one  defects  were  found 
and  twenty  one  defects  remedied  during  tne  year.  It  has  not  been 
possible  to  do  any  work  under  the  Agriculture  (Health  and  Safety)  Act 
1956. 


2.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 


No,  on 
Register 


Number  of 

Inspections  Written 
Notices 


Occupiers 

prosecuted 


1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2, 3, 4  & 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities.  19 

2.  Factories  not  inc¬ 

luded  in  (l)  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ity.  95 


8 


32 


3.  Other  Premises  in 
which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  out¬ 
worker  s '  pr emi se  s ) , 

TOTAL 


8 


10 


122 


50 
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2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 


iferticulars  Number  of  cases  in  which 

defects  were  found 


Referred 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M.  By  H.M. 
Inspec-  Inspec¬ 

tor.  tor. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4)  (5) 

Number  of  cases 
in  which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted. 


(6) 


Want  of  cleanliness 

(S.l)  2 

Overcrowding  ( S.  2 ) 

Unreasonable  temp¬ 
erature  (s.3)  l 

Inadequate  ventila¬ 
tion  (S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(3.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  3 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective  8 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Outwork)  7 


2 


1 


3 

8 


7 


1 


TOTAL  21  21  1 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies 


(1)  Milk 

Thirty  five  licences  to  sell  designated  milk  in  the  City  were 
issued.  There  are  eighteen  distributors  of  tuberculin  tested  milk  and 
nineteen  distributors  of  pasteurised  milk.  Three  dairies  are  registered. 

Sixty  five  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year  with  the 
following  re  suit  s:- 


Satisfactory  Un  sat i sf act  ory 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  34-  1 

Pasteurised  Milk  30 

(2)  Ice  Cream 

Sixty  one  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  No 
ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  City.  Forty  four  samples  were  taken 
and  graded  as  follows :- 

Grade  I  -  41.  Grade  2  -  2.  Grade  3  -  1. 

(3)  Other  Foods 

One  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty  nine  certificates  were  issued 
for  the  voluntary  surrender  of  8,362  lbs.  of  unsound  food.  The  prepara¬ 
tion  of  so  many  certificates  is  a  burden  on  a  small  office.  Several 
samples  of  orange  drink  were  examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
and  found  to  be  sat  i  sf  act  ory . 

(4)  Storage,  Preparation  and  Distribution  of  Food 

Seventy  five  premises  are  registered  under  Section  16  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  1955  -  13  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  potted, 
pickled  or  preserved  foods,  6l  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  one 
ice  cream  manufactory.  No  Court  cases  were  taken  on  contraventions 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

There  are  one  hundred,  and  ninety  four  food  premises  in  the  City 
plus  a  minimum  of  a  hundred  bed  and  breakfast  houses.  Two  hundred 
end  fifty  five  inspections  were  made  of  food  premises  and  seventy  five 
improvements  were  obtained  at  those  premises.  The  number  of  inspec¬ 
tions  ma.de  is  insufficient.  The  premises  of  all  those  who  advertise 
food  and  accommodation  in  the  Official  Handbook  of  the  City  or  through 
the  Enquiry  Bureau  are  inspected. 
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(5)  Meat 


Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  one  private  slaughterhouse  and  four 
slaughtermen  are  licensed.  Four  thousand  and  forty  four  animals  were 
killed  and  inspected  at  Calenick  slaughterhouse  -  an  increase  of  63% 
over  the  figure  for  1955*  3740  lbs.  of  diseased  meat  were  condemned, 

724  lbs.  of  this  being  affected  by  tuberculosis.  Most  of  the  tuber¬ 
culosis  is  now  found  in  pigs. 

During  the  year  the  Council,  after  consultation  with  interested 
organisations,  made  its  Slaughterhouse  Report  to  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  suggesting  an  appointed  day  of  1st 
July  I96I  for  the  operation  of  parts  of  the  Slaughterhouse  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty) 
Regulations. 


CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN  i960 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No. killed 

582 

11 

118 

2117 

1216 

No. inspected 

582 

11 

118 

2116 

1216 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis: 

Vi/hole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  pent  or  organ 
was  condemned 

124 

5 

87 

178 

Tuberculosis  only: 

7/hole  carce.se  s 
condemned 

Carca.se  s  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

51 

Cy sticercosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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(6)  Number  by  Type  of  Food  Premises 


Grocers 

51 

Wholesale  warehouses 

4 

Mixed 

17 

'Mines  and  Spirits 

3 

Confectioners 

6 

Fried  fish  shops 

8 

Sweet  s 

12 

¥ et  fish  shops 

3 

Butchers 

34 

Cafes  and  Snack  Bars 

34 

School  canteens 

11 

Bakehouses 

1 

Factory  canteens 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

26 

Chemists 

7 

Hotels 

15 

(7)  Investigation  into  the  Cleanliness  of  Oysters 

During  the  year  105  oysters  in  twenty  one  samples  of  five  were 
examined  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory.  Six  samples  were  unsatisfactory. 

WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  bacteriological  quality  of  the  water  supplied  by  the  Truro 
Water  Company  was  satisfactory.  Fifty  four  samples  of  Public  Supplies 
were  taken  by  your  Inspectors  and  eighty  seven  by  the  Company.  All 
except  two  were  satisfactory.  One  of  these  was  raw  water  prior  to 
treatment  and  the  other,  taken  in  the  City  centre,  was  fully  investi¬ 
gated  by  your  Inspectors  and  the  Company  but  no  cause  was  found.  Three 
samples  of  Private  Supplies  were  taken,  two  being  satisfactory  and  one 
un  sat i sf act  ory . 

PUBLIC  HEALTH 


( l)  Camp  Sites 

Late  in  the  year  the  Public  Health  Committee  adopted  standard 
conditions  for  individual  caravans  in  residential  use  and  residential 
caravan  sites.  These  were  based  on  the  Ministry's  Model  Standards 
with  slight  amendments  following  consultations  between  the  public  health 
inspectors  of  the  County  districts,  planning  officers  of  the  County  and 
representatives  of  the  South  Western  Camp  Site  Operators  Association. 

The  advice  of  the  Ministry  was  sought  regarding  the  possibility  of 
including  a  standard  of  overcrowding  based  on  the  size  of  caravans  in 
the  conditions  for  residential  sites  but  the  Ministry  did  not  think 
this  was  practical. 

The  Public  Health  Committee  decided  to  provide  a  public  sewer  to 
Kenwyn  Caravan  Site  where  there  are  80  caravans  in  residential  use.  It 
is  expected  that  this  will  be  completed  by  the  end  of  1961. 
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(2)  Burial  of  Poor  Persona 


One  burial  -was  effected  during  the  year  under  Section  50  of  the 
National  Assistance  Act  1948. 

(3)  Applications  to  Court 

Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Public  Health  Inspector 
appeared  in  Magistrates  Court  on  three  occasions  to  seek  Orders  con¬ 
cerning  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention. 

(4)  Sinks  and  Internal  Water  Supplies 

During  the  last  three  months  of  i960  over  three  hundred  premises 
were  visited  in  connection  with  these  very  necessary  facilities.  1U% 
of  the  houses  were  without  sinks  and  internal  water  supplies  and  6% 
had  no  flushing  arrangements  to  the  closet. 


Inspections  Made 


Dwellinghouses  inspected 

896 

Food  Premises  inspected 

255 

Council  houses  inspected 

254 

Factories  inspected 

50 

Vi  sits 

re  rehousing 

321 

Visits  re  nuisances 

50 

Visits 

to  Clearance  Areas 

32 

Cinemas  etc.  inspected 

3 

Visits 

re  Public  Cleansing 

458 

Caravan  sites  inspected 

16 

Public 

Conveniences 

Hackney  Carriages 

inspected 

57 

inspected 

73 

Visits 

re  drainage  work 

219 

Water  Supplies  inspected 

4 

Visits 

re  rodent  and  pest 

Shops  Act  inspections 

7 

control 

144 

Visits 

re  disinfection  and 

disinfestation 

18 

Improvements  Effected 

Housing 


Houses  disinfected  or 

Dirty  houses  cleansed 

1 

disinfested 

23 

Rooms  decorated 

70 

Roofs  repaired 

46 

Dustbins  provided 

109 

Plaster  repaired 

38 

Closets  provided  or  repaired 

29 

Cutters  and  f allpipes 

Choked  drains  cleared 

19 

repaired 

19 

Drains  repaired  or  renewed 

23 

Doors  and  windows  repaired 

47 

Nuisances  abated 

15 

Chimneys,  firegrates  and 

Sinks  and  internal  water 

flues  repaired 

16 

supplies  provided 

55 

Dampness  abated 

45 

Houses  demolished 

27 

Walls  repaired 

25 

Other  defects  remedied 

70 

Floors  repaired 

34 

23 

Pood  Premises 

Wash  basins  or  sinks  provided 
Hot  water  supply  provided 
Cold  water  supply  provided 
Walls,  floors  and  ceilings 

repaired 

Rooms  redecorated 
First  aid  kits  provided 
Water  closets  provided  or 

repaired 

Drainage  systems  provided 
Other  defects  remedied 


Factories 

New  closets  provided  3 

Other  defects  remedied  18 

Shops 

N evir  closets  provided  1 


10 

6 

6 

3 

19 

3 

7 

3 

16 


24 


